
 info@gutterwarehouse.co.uk 

www.gutterwarehouse.co.uk  

 

Composite Decking Guide 

How to install Composite Decking Boards? 

Unlike timber decking, composite decking must be installed using T Clips. The composite decking boards we supply are a mix of 40% recycled polyethylene 

and 60% recycled hardwood fibres which means they are still a natural product. 

Because of the natural fibres these boards will expand and contract naturally with varying weather conditions. Its therefore vital that when installing 

composite decking boards you allow the natural movement of the boards to take place to allow the expansion and contraction. Our handy T Clips are easy 

to install and sit between the boards meaning they are hidden to below the board line making sure you don’t see them at the surface.  

 

Is composite decking slippery? 

Original Composite Decking is low slip when installed narrow groove side up, which provides a robust gripped side when compared to timber decking. You 

can also install this across the natural walking direction to increase the anti-slip properties. If you choose to install the composite decking boards on the 

reverse (smooth or wide groove side) then the boards are likely to be slippery especially when wet. 

 

Does composite decking get hot? 

This Composite decking is a part natural product which means just like timber decking this will absorb some heat. Most of the time Composite Decking will 

feel a natural warmth like any material would in the sun. On a hot day the black/charcoal decking is likely to become very hot due to the dark colour 

absorbing the heat. 
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Decking Parts (see next page for reference) 
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1. T-Clips: Plastic T-shaped connector clips that join two Composite Deck Boards side by side. These are used to maintain a consistent 7mm gap between 

each board to allow for expansion and contraction. 

2. Starter Clips: Metal fixings for an accurate starting point when laying decking boards. Starter Clips are secured against the adjacent object, such as a wall 

or fence. 

3. End Caps: Cover the ends of Composite Hollow Deck Boards with matching End Caps for a neat and tidy finish. 

4. Deck Boards: The top surface of your decking, comprising of Timber, Composite or PVC, fixed to supporting Joists. 

5. Bullnose Boards: A rounded-edge board used for framing the perimeter of a deck. 

6. Joists: The joists are supporting beams underneath a decking area. Joists will vary depending on the base material, for example, Composite Joists on 

concrete, or a structural beam for raised decks. 

7. Fascia Boards: A type of board used to finish decks by covering the space between the concrete, or floor, and the decked area. 

8. Footings: A footing, usually made from concrete, is a below-grade (underground) column to support the decking and posts. 

 

What is a composite decking tile? 

Composite Decking Tiles are square tiles made up of composite decking boards which are secured to a solid plastic base. The surface of the tile is 

manufactured from a low-maintenance, environmentally-friendly composite material, consisting of 60% FSC-Certified recycled hardwood fibres and 40% 

recycled plastic. 

Measuring 600mm x 600mm, each Tile can be connected to additional Tiles using interlocking pins and loops, allowing for various designs to be created by 

mixing colours and adjusting your decking layout according to the space available. 
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How many decking tiles will be required for my space? 

You’ll want to measure the area you wish to cover. Bear in mind, Decking Tiles are supplied in set sizes (600mm x 600mm) however can be cut down to size, 

if required. This is done by cutting through the plastic base and between Boards. Alternatively, if you’re installing into a tight space, consider leaving room 

around the outside edge if the Tiles don’t quite make up the required space. Use plants and other ornaments to help fill out, or hide, large areas around the 

Decking Tiles. 

Decking Tiles measure 600mm x 600mm, covering 0.36 sq. metres per tile, which makes them four times larger than most other Decking Tiles on the 

market. Measure the lengths of the outside area of the space that you’re planning to install the Tiles, and multiply those numbers to get the total square 

coverage. Then, divide this number by 0.36 to get the exact number of Tiles. 

Here’s an example calculation based on an area of 1.8 square metres: 

Area to cover: 1.8 metres x 1.8 metres = 3.24 sq. metres 

Each Decking Tile (600mm x 600mm) = 0.36 sq. metre coverage 

3.24m (total area) / 0.36m (Tile coverage) = 9 Decking Tiles required 

 

How do I fit decking tiles? 

Decking Tiles are easily installed using a simple click system whereby plastic pegs on one side of a tile are hooked into loops along the edge of another Tile 

to form a connection. This allows the Tiles to be quickly removed and replaced over time if they become damaged, and also makes them a flexible option 

for taking them with you if you plan on moving home, or renting a property. 

Tiles can be cut using ordinary saws and tools; however we recommend that tiles remain in their original form for stability and to keep their interlocking 

pins and loops in place. 

This simple system requires little to no DIY experience or knowledge of laying Tiles, and there are no additional materials required to connect one Tile to 

the next. 
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When Do You Need Planning Permission for Decking? 

When you are adding either a raised or level decking, planning permission may be required. Please note we are not Building Surveyors and recommend 

seeking professional advice for any home extensions, revamps, or builds.  

Some UK structures will fall under 'permitted development' meaning that you may build or add decking or other external additions to them without 

planning permission provided the following criteria is met: 

- The Decking structure height is no more than 30cm above the ground  

- Together with other extensions, outbuildings, etc the decking or platforms cover more than 50 percent of your garden  

- The deck, raised platforms, or outside building, is being built past your property's front wall. 

If your home and garden area is part of a conservation area, or in areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, such as National Parks, The Broads or Areas of 

Natural Beauty further requirements have to be met and will require planning permission if they meet the following:  

- The area to be covered, which includes, extensions, buildings, and decking, or other raised platforms, must be more within 20 metres from the 

house. 

- The area is only limited to 10 square metres. 

To conclude, if you're planning on replacing an old decking area or building a brand new one, panning permission may have to be acquired. If your decking 

does not fit under Permitted Development rules such as:  

- The deck's height is not higher than 30cm 

- Together with other buildings, the decking does not cover more than 50% of your garden 

 

 

How to remove mold from composite decking? 

 
It is always recommended to check with your Decking supplier on how best to remove mold from the Boards as some materials used in Boards should not 
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have certain chemicals or cleaning solutions used on them. When mold spots appear on your beautifully laid Deck, it can be frustrating and gives the Deck a 

dirty, run-down appearance. 

In most cases with Composite Decking, thanks to their low-maintenance properties. Removing mold, by cleaning the root problem away can be done 

quickly and effectively, using either Composite Deck Cleaner or kitchen dish soap and warm water to Clean Composite Decking. 

Step 1 - Remove any furniture lighting and pots from your Decking. Then, with a brush (can be stiff or soft bristle brush), sweep away any debris and dirt. 

Step 2 - If not using Decking Cleaner - Prepare a bucket of warm soapy water. To that, add a small amount of light dishwasher detergent. 

Step 3 - Cover your Deck with a light coating of the Deck Cleaner or Soap Water, and once applied, use your Hard bristle Brush to gently scrub the Deck. This 

should start to remove any surface stain or dirt. Scrub the entity of the Deck thoroughly to remove dirt, stains, and mold. 

Step 4 - Leave the Soap water or Deck Cleaner to sit on the Deck, allowing the cleaning properties to soak into the Deck, removing any stubborn dirt or 

stains. 

Step 5 - Rinse the solution away thoroughly, and leave it to dry naturally. Once dry, replace all your garden furniture and pot plants. 

Step 6- Repeat steps 1-5 as often as required for the staining to minimise. 

 

Can you pressure wash Composite Decking? 

Using a pressure washer is not recommend with Composite Decking. If your Deck has a mold issue, Pressure washing it can sometimes cause the problem to 

worsen. Composite Decking Boards are often softer than traditional timber decking, and subsequently, the Boards could be damaged or marked if a 

pressure washer is used on them. 

However, if the pressure washer is used on Composite Decking, ensure the pressure is lower to help minimise any damage and keep the end of the hose 

12inches away from the deck's surface. 
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